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fate that I cannot in reality add to to-day to-morrow and day after to-morrow, as I may often have done in jest. Be cheerful under all circumstances, dear Lotte; you are happier than a hundred others; but do not be indifferent, and I, dear Lotte, am happy that I read in your eyes that you believe I shall never change. Adieu, a thousand adieus!"
With that he was away from Wetzlar and from the Deutsche Haus, the scene of four months of happiness. How was his departure received there? Kestner entered in his diary:
"September n, 1772.
" This morning Goethe went away without taking leave. He sent me a note with some books. He had long since said that about this time he should take a journey to Co-blentz, where the military paymaster, Merck, expected him, and that he should not say good-bye but set off suddenly. So I had expected it. But that I was, notwithstanding, unprepared for it, I have felt deep in my soul. That morning I came home from the office. ' Herr Doctor Goethe sent this at ten o'clock/ I saw the books and also the note, and knew that it would say: 'He is gone/ and was quite
-dejected. Soon after Hans [Buff] came to ask me if he were really gone. Frau Lange had taken occasion to send word by a maid: ' It was very ill-mannered of Doctor Goethe to leave in this way without saying good-bye/ Lottchen sent back the reply: 'Why did you not teach your nephew better?1 Lottchen, in order to be certain, sent a box which she had of Goethe's, to his house. He was no longer there. At noon Prau Lange had again sent word, that she was going to write Doctor Goethe's mother, how he had conducted himself. Every one of the children in the Deutsche Haus was saying: 'Doctor Goethe is gone!' At noon I talked with Herr von Born, who had accompanied him on horseback as far as Braunfels. Goethe had told
- him of our conversation last evening. Goethe had gone away in very low spirits. In the afternoon I brought Lotte the notes from Goethe. She was sorry about his de-